
US Army Combined Arms Center
DRIVE CHANGE, FORGE VICTORY!

Agenda

➢ Master of Operational Studies Degree (MOS)

➢ Master of Military Art and Science Degree 

(MMAS)

➢ Civilian Degree Alternatives

➢ Foreign Exchanges

➢ CGSOC Language Programs

➢ Art of War Scholars Program

➢ Information Advantage Scholars Program

➢ Skill Identifier Opportunities

➢ Master Sustainer Competition 

➢ Master Tactician Competition

➢ Ethics Symposium

➢ Extra Curricular Opportunities

➢ School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS)

➢ Summary & Conclusion

Academic & Professional Opportunities



US Army Combined Arms Center
DRIVE CHANGE, FORGE VICTORY!

• Fully accredited graduate degree conferred by the CGSC at no cost to 

CGSOC students

• Mandatory for US military (can opt out if in another graduate or doctoral 

degree program while attending CGSOC)

• Optional for IMS and Interagency (must Opt In to the degree program and 

provide official transcript with English translation for a Bachelor’s or 

higher degree)

• Must complete CGSOC with a ‘B’ grade or higher in all Transcript 

Reportable Items (TRI), i.e. never go on academic probation

• Completion of the MOS degree upon graduation terminates eligibility for 

US Military to receive Tuition Assistance for a graduate degree

Master of Operational Studies Degree (MOS)

For more information, contact Dr. Dale Spurlin, dale.f.spurlin.civ@army.mil
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• Fully accredited graduate degree conferred by the CGSC at no cost to 

students

• Optional for all CGSOC students

• Must attend thesis preparation classes throughout the CGSOC; fulfills half 

of the electives requirements for CGSOC graduation

• Must complete and defend a publishable thesis of 60-125 pages length

• Must have a Bachelor’s degree or higher

• Must complete CGSOC with a ‘B’ grade or higher in all Transcript 

Reportable Items (TRI)

• Cannot receive both the MOS and the MMAS degree

Master of Military Art and Science Degree (MMAS)

For more information, contact Dr. Dale Spurlin, dale.f.spurlin.civ@army.mil
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• Students can enroll in civilian graduate degree or certificate programs 

rather than completing the MOS and MMAS programs

• Must Opt Out of MOS degree program (US Military) and provide evidence of 

enrollment in the civilian degree program

• Any regionally accredited graduate or doctoral degree program is 

acceptable

• Program is at student expense

• Central Michigan University, Kansas State University, and University of 

Kansas offer degree and certificate programs at Fort Leavenworth

• Cannot transfer more than 6 hours of credit from CGSOC to another 

graduate degree program and remain eligible for the MOS degree

Civilian Degree Program Alternative

For more information, contact Dr. Dale Spurlin, dale.f.spurlin.civ@army.mil



US Army Combined Arms Center
DRIVE CHANGE, FORGE VICTORY!

Partnership Exchange Eligibility Approximate Travel Window

A311

Brazil

10 students

Open to USA, USAF, and USMC
9 days in mid-May

A312

France

10 students

Open to USA, USAF, USMC, and USN
14 days, last two weeks of March

A314

Germany

16 students

Open to USA, USMC, and 

USAF/USN aviators and aircrew

12 days in mid-April

A315

United Kingdom

22 students

Open to USA, USAF, USMC, and USN

14 days, end of February through 
beginning of March

A317

Australia

15 students

Open to USA, USAF, USMC, and USN

14 days, mid-April through early 
May

CGSOC Country Exchange Program
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In-person language educational opportunity.  

Faculty provided by the University of Kansas.

Online, self-paced language educational opportunity.  

Program hosted by Defense Language Institute.  

• Beginner course

• Not eligible if proficient in the language, received college credit for the 

language, or have a DLPT score

• After hours at Fort Leavenworth in CGSC classrooms

• Credit toward CGSOC elective requirements (Up to three electives)

• Offered in the fall semester, optional follow-on classes in the 

spring

• Multiple languages offered

• For AY24 - Korean, Russian, Spanish, Chinese, Arabic, French, German, 

Italian, Japanese

• SOF – KU offers several intermediate classes for SOF students

• See CGSC SOF Element for details.

• Priority to US students

• Requires dual enrollment at KU -> No out-of-pocket expenses

• Registration period - early August

• Beginner course

• Not eligible if proficient in the language, received college credit for the 

language, or have a DLPT score

• Self-paced, online language courses through Defense Language 

Institute

• Must use same computer for entire course

• 50 languages

• Credit towards one CGSOC elective requirement 

• May complete more than one Headstart course, but will only receive 

credit for one elective

• Self enroll on Bb, then access the on-line training through DLI 

website

• Advisable to begin course during fall semester (Common Core)

• Course must be complete prior to the start of Electives Term 1

• For more information, see A096 Blackboard site

CGSC POC:  Mr. Trenton Lennard, KU Language Program Coordinator

            trenton.s.lennard.civ@army.mil
CGSC POC:  LTC Aric Raus, DLI/Headstart Language Program Coordinator

            aric.j.raus.mil@army.mil

CGSOC Language Programs

OPTION 1 OPTION 2
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BE ALL YOU CAN BE!

Why Art of War Scholars?
Deeper understanding of 

the art of warfighting 

through reading, dialogue 

and engagement with sixty 

experts

Founded on scholarly 

inquiry, research and 

writing with enablers 

of time, funds and 

peers

Deeper return from 

officer’s intensive 

investment in 

professional education

A dozen competitively selected 

Scholars led by a CGSC Chair, 

together for seven months, one 

hundred graduate seminars

Unique Scholar curriculum 

based on graduate level 

modern military history

The opportunity to 

complete a significant and 

lasting Master’s Thesis

Art of War Scholars Program
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Information Advantage Scholars Program

• Program is focused seminar for information 

warfare/advantage 

• Seek candidates with mix of Branch, Service, 

Experience

• Competitively selected MMAS research 

program starting at end of Core

• Must enroll in A211 “Research Methods”

• Conducted In lieu of AOC and electives

• US Students Only; TS /SCI clearance 

required

• Select  a topic you are interested  in

• Maintain  GPA of  3.7 and pass X100 

• IA Scholars form staff group 21A at start of 

AOC and done ILO electives (Nov – Jun)

• Must demonstrate teamwork, selflessness, 

and intellectual commitment

• Scholars  must produce a publishable thesis Program Director  - Mr. Peter Im 
peter.s.im.civ@army.mil / 913-684-3961BE ALL YOU CAN BE!
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Officers can also enhance their professional 

development though the completion of Certificate 

programs.  While generally not recorded in officers’ 

personnel records, certificates attest to the 

completion of a series of elective courses focused on 

a particular area of study, such as a geographical 

region of the world.

• SI/PDSI
➢3C: Operational Contracting Support

➢3H: Joint Planner

➢3Y: Space Enabler

➢5C: Mission Command Digital Master Gunner

➢5U: Air Operations Officer

➢5X: Historian

➢6Z: Strategic Studies

➢7J: Red Team Member

➢L8: Joint Operational Fires and Effects (JOFEC)

➢P1: Theater Logistics Planners Program (TSPP)

➢P4: Tactical Information Operations Planner

➢D7A Defense Support of Civil Authorities (DSCA)

➢E9C Genocide Prevention

• Certificate Programs
➢Security Cooperation

➢Interagency Studies

➢Homeland Security Studies

➢Regional Studies (Africa, Indo-Pacific, Europe, Middle 
East)

➢Support Operations (SPO)

➢Brigade S-1

Officers attending the CGSOC can earn Skill 

Identifiers (SI) and Personnel Development Skill 

Identifiers (PDSI).  Requirements for SIs and PDSIs 

are generally met through completion of selected 

elective courses.  SIs and PDSIs are recorded in 

officers’ personnel records.
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Master Sustainer Competition

The program unfolds in three phases:

1. Phase I: Online exam to assess knowledge across ten 

sustainment areas, Approximately the top 12% of participants 

advance.

2. Phase II: Selected students face an hour-long oral board session, 

fielding questions from CGSC faculty on sustainment topics.

3. Phase III: Finalists prepare a detailed concept of sustainment—a 

logistical support plan for a division level scenario, presenting and 

defending it before a panel of experts.

Overview

The Major General James M. Wright Master Sustainer Award (open 

to all student officers), previously known as the Master Logistician 

Award, honors the pivotal role of logistics in military endeavors. 

Originating in 1982/83 as the Master Logistician Program at the 

Command and General Staff College (CGSC), it has evolved to 

encompass a wider spectrum of sustainment operations. The award 

spotlights students who excel in crafting and executing logistical plans 

crucial to mission success.
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Why should YOU compete?
Self-Development

❑ Challenge yourself and go beyond the curriculum.

❑ Receive instructor feedback in each phase.

❑ Apply theory and doctrine to practical tactical situations.

Professional Development

❑ The Distinguished Master Tactician's name is posted on George S. Patton, Jr. 

Award Board, receives a graduation award and AER achievement, and gaining 

command is notified.

❑ Designated finalists receive, “Master Tactician” on AER and gaining command is 

notified.

What does the Master Tactician Competition entail?
Phase I: Knowledge Assessment 

❑2 Hour ~250 question exam.

❑Evaluates the student’s knowledge of:

❑The US Army operational concept

❑Battalion, brigade, and division operations.

❑OPFOR tactics.

❑Army operations process and MDMP.

❑Competitors receive exam trends in instructor-led AAR.

Phase II: Tactical Decision Game Assessment

❑Three multi-echelon Tactical Decision Games (TDG) in a challenging, 

time-constrained environment.

❑Evaluates competitors' application of the art and science of tactics 

under stress.

❑Competitors receive TDG trends in instructor-led AAR.

Phase III: Planning, Execution & Command and Control Assessment

❑Produce an individually-developed OPORD based on a provided 

scenario and present plan to a faculty panel.

❑Evaluates competitors' ability to:

❑Plan and Execute BN/BCT operations

❑Communicate in writing and speaking

❑Make decisions and react to changes in the situation

Eligibility requirements…

❑ “A-” or better in C400 Army Doctrine or DTAC Instructor endorsement.

❑ “B” or above in all other CGSOC courses.

❑Must pass appropriate service/country physical fitness test and meet height/weight 

standards.

❑Must display desired attributes and competencies of a field-grade Army leader.

Competition Timeline
❑ November-January: Online enrollment opens

❑ Late January:  Phase I 

❑ Early February:  Phase II

❑ Late April – Early May: Phase III

MTAC is for all resident students. 

Previous winners include all branches, services, and international militaries.

General George S. Patton Jr. Master Tactician Competition
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Ethics Symposium

• Opportunity for students and faculty to hear from 
scholar-practitioners in the field of military ethics and 
deepen their understanding of the moral-ethical 
issues most pertinent to leadership

• Includes Keynote Address, Panel Discussions, and 
Special Topics Breakout Sessions

• CGSOC students have the opportunity to write and 
present on an ethics topic of professional interest via 
the A740 elective: Military Ethics Symposium 
Independent Study

Ethics Symposium

Large-Scale Moral Readiness:
Are We Prepared to Face 

the Next Great War?

In the next big near-peer fight, the 
responsibility for kinetic effects will be more 
widely distributed than witnessed in recent 

history.  Are our warfighters prepared to handle 
the moral rigors of this kind of war 

and live with the aftermath?

Visiting speakers to include Drs. Marc LiVecche, 
Daniel Strand, Eric Patterson, Pete Kilner, 

and more!  
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Guest Speakers

Extra-Curricular Opportunities

Research Presentations

Warfighting Educating Leaders of Character

Culture & Regional

History
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School of Advanced Military Studies

Advanced Military Studies Program

41 Years of Excellence in Leader Development
“Converting Intellectual Power Into Combat Power”

The School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS) was founded in June 1983 to create a second year of study at Fort Leavenworth for selected 

CGSOC graduates to increase the competence of these officers, and then “leaven” that competence across the force. That course is today’s 

Advanced Military Studies Program (AMSP), described below.

APPLICATION PROCESS 

AND RECRUITING EFFORTS

CHARACTERISTICS

• Stamina/Resolve

• Physical Fitness

• Balance

• Moral Courage

• Humility

• Intellectual Curiosity

• Integrity 

• Interpersonal Skills

GRADUATE OUTCOMES

• Engage and Enable Senior Leaders

• Understand & Anticipate Mission 

Set

• Analyze and Assess the Operating 

Environment

• Teach, Coach, and Mentor

• Skilled Practitioner of Doctrine and 

Operational Art

SAMS Mission  

The School of Advanced Military Studies educates select Armed Forces, Interagency and Allied members to become critical and creative thinkers, 

agile and adaptive leaders and skilled practitioners of doctrine and operational art, and in order to enable senior leaders to drive the operations 

process to achieve favorable strategic, operational and tactical outcomes.

Program Selection
All AMSP applicants are volunteers who must submit an application that 

indicates their military experience, civilian educational background, and 

future goals.

Applicants take an entrance exam that assesses the applicant’s 

understanding of military doctrine, basic military history, current geo-

political events, and geography. This exam also includes an essay 

question to assess the applicant’s reasoning, argumentation, and writing 

abilities.

Following completion of the exam, applicants will conduct an interview 

with a SAMS faculty member. The results of the exam, interview, 

supervisor input, and items applicants submit are compiled into a file for 

use by a locally-convened selection board. This board reviews the files 

and produces an Order of Merit List (OML) for review by the 

Commanding General for the Combined Arms Center and subsequent 

approval and sourcing by DA, Human Resources Command (HRC).

Application Process
The selection for AMSP has moved earlier and to one selection 

group to enable synchronization of US Army Active Component 

(AC) applicants with the Mid-Market Review (MMR) for the Army 

Talent Alignment Program (ATAP) Market Execution window 

and best support other military services and agencies..

• MILPER Release Date: 05 JUN 2024

• Application window: 01JUL –09 SEP 24

• Examination window: 09 JUL –09 SEP 24

• Interview window: 09 JUL –09 SEP 24

• Selection board: 22-29 SEP 24

• List release: O/A 14 OCT 2024

SAMS will host various information sessions via on-line 

mediums to provide more information on the program, 

outcomes, attendance opportunities, and to answer your 

questions.
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Thank you for watching!

Please watch our other videos about your upcoming year.

Command and General Staff Officer Course

Academic & Professional Opportunities
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